Douglas Lincoln White
August 4, 1922 - November 20, 2017

White, Douglas Lincoln, was born August 4, 1922 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the firstborn of
Charles Carroll and Harriett Olive (née Wightman), and passed gently from this life early in
the morning of November 20, 2017 in Deland, Florida. Endlessly interested in and
engaged with knowledge and people - which he considered the real “stuff” of life - Doug
White embodied the spirit of a Renaissance Man and led an extraordinary
life. He was dearly loved by family and friends alike. A lifelong learner and teacher, his
colleagues and students also held him in high regard. His interests ranged from swing era
bands (he played drums professionally in the 1940s) and the Detroit Grand Prix to
scientific research studies and statistics. He also enjoyed coin collecting, traveling and, at
various times during his life, playing the flute, ukulele, harmonica and accordion. He was
an avid reader until the end. He was a great father, a loving and devoted husband, and a
generous, kind-hearted spirit.
Doug graduated from Romeo (Michigan) High School with the class of June 1941. Soon
after, he finished a course at Coyne Electrical School in Chicago to become a certified
electrician. He joined the US Army in March 1943 and served in Europe from April 6, 1944
to September 1,v1945. Among his decorations are the Belgian Fourragère, Presidential
Unit Citation and Silver and Bronze Battle Stars. He was a radio mechanic with the 508th
Squadron, 404th Fighter/Bomber Group, 8th Air Force, US Army. He was an Expert with
.45 cal pistols and submachine guns and a Marksman with the M-1 Carbine. He landed in
France at Omaha Beach Easy Green on July 6, 1944, 1 month after D-Day, and was
detached to the 555th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion from July 14 to October 27, 1944.
His radio van, the SCR 584, was equipped with microwave radar which provided
devastatingly accurate target information to Allied bombers. At the Battle of the Bulge, he
was assigned to a forward infantry position east of Eupen, Belgium for three days until just
hours before that position was overrun by the Panzer
9th Division. He remained active in the military as a reservist, first with the US Navy as a
photographer from 1946-1950, then as a commissioned officer in the 309th Civil Affairs
Unit of the US Army Reserve from 1950-1974, retiring as a Major. Later in life, Doug was
active in the Michigan
chapter of the Military Officers of the World Wars (MOWW). His civilian life included a

great variety of employment, with Hudson Motor Car Company, Ford Motor Company,
Capital Airlines, Russell Kelly Office Services, and Ferry Seed Company, among others.
He entered Wayne State University (WSU) in Fall 1948 on the GI Bill. He received his
Bachelor of Science in Education in 1951 and his Master of Science in Education in
1952. Doug married Patricia Anne Hart on November 21, 1953. They lived in Detroit,
Michigan for the next 48 years before moving to DeLand, Florida in 2001. They loved
participating in local theatre and attending the symphony, opera and Broadway shows.
While teaching third grade for the Ferndale (Michigan) Public Schools, he completed his
Doctor of Education degree at WSU in 1964. Soon after, he joined the Social Sciences
faculty of Henry Ford Community College in Dearborn, Michigan where he taught
sociology for 35 years. He was a Charter Member and remained active and involved with
the American Federation of Teachers, Local #1650 throughout his career at HFCC.
Survivors include his devoted wife of 64 years, Patricia; sons Marcus and Gregory (Willa),
daughter Andrea (Jim Lackemacher), and two beloved grandchildren, Dominick Palmer
and
Veronica H. White. Great thanks to Kindred Hospice for their loving care in Doug’s last
days. It was his wish that donations be made in his name to the Salvation Army which
helped him, his brother and mother in a time of greatest need in the 1930s. A memorial
service will be held at Allen Summerhill Funeral Home in Deland, Florida on Saturday,
December 2nd at 11:00 AM (viewing at 10:00AM).
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A tribute video has been added.
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82 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Douglas Lincoln
White.
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