Elayne Aune
November 15, 1923 - January 14, 2019

Florence Elaine Aune
November 15, 1923-January 14, 2019
Elayne, as she was known by family and friends, was the third of eight girls born to
Norwegian immigrants George and Elizabeth Aune. Elayne was born in Kenyon, MN and
raised in Minneapolis.
Elayne’s parents, who were devout Christians, made sure that their children attended
Ebenezer Lutheran Brethren Church every Sunday. It was at Ebenezer where Elayne was
introduced to the saving love of Jesus and where she dedicated her life to serving him.
After graduating from high school, Elayne along with twin sister Evelyn and younger sister
Mildred joined the Cadet Nursing Corps and were in the same class and served on the
home-front from 1944-1948. When the Corps was disbanded in 1948, Elayne entered
Bible School in preparation for a career in overseas missions. After spending one
semester at the Lutheran Bible Institute in Minneapolis, Elayne transferred to Lutheran
Brethren Bible School in Fergus Falls, MN to finish her Degree. Upon graduation in 1950,
Elayne was commissioned as a missionary under the Lutheran Brethren Mission Board.
After her commissioning, Elayne traveled to France for a year of language study and then
continued her journey to French Cameroon where she served as a missionary from 19521990. Many of her years in Cameroon were spent working as a nurse at a leprosarium.
Not only did Elayne work at the leprosarium, she spent much of her time working with the
local villagers and being a friend to the missionary children at the nearby boarding school.
One of her students put it this way:
Elayne had a special heart for her MKs, especially those who spent many years away
from their moms and dads. She always seemed to know when my heart was…sad and
hurting, knew exactly what to say to help me through tough days, and always let me know
that I was loved just for being me. Her caring for us did not stop when we left the mission
field either. For many, many years, I would receive Valentines cards and letters from her…
She made a trip to Saskatchewan to attend my wedding and was a support and
encouragement to me throughout my married years. I was privileged a few years ago to
spend a week with her in Minneapolis, and she still talked about her ‘kids’ and prayed for
them every day. Elayne was a blessing from God and I am so thankful for her. She is

rejoicing in heaven today, and I am sure that she heard the words, “Well done, My good
and faithful servant.” -- C.R.
It was with no small amount of sadness that Elayne at the age of 67 left her adopted home
and returned to the USA; however, Elayne did not retire. She stayed active as a hospice
volunteer, caring for elderly and fragile family members, managing estates, and being a
friend to anyone in need. Elayne even spent a summer in China teaching English.
In 2014, Elayne moved with her sister and brother-in-law to the Alliance Community for
Retirement Living in DeLand, FL. Even though she was no longer able to do the things
that she could in the past, Elayne did her best to stay busy. She lamented that the
Community would not allow her to care for those who she perceived as being needier than
herself. That attitude is what set Elayne apart from so many others – always giving of
herself for the betterment of others with no regard for her own well-being
Elayne was preceded in death by her father George, her mother Elizabeth (Skrunes), her
half-sisters Helen (Owen) Faris and Dorothy, and her sisters Gertrude (Ray Williams),
Evelyn, Mildred (Al Thill), Margaret, Doris, and Shirley. Elayne is survived by her sister
Gracia (David) Tader, numerous nieces and nephews, and by her legacy in Cameroon and
beyond.
(Memorial Service: Jan. 24, 2019, 1 p.m. at Ebenezer Lutheran Brethren Church, 1830
41st St, Minneapolis, MN 55407 Tele. 612-722-0157 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
donated to the Lutheran Brethren International Mission Board.)
(Memorial Service; Feb. 2, 2019, 10 am, at the Alliance Chapel, 135 Armstrong St.,
DeLand, FL. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be donated to the Alliance Health and
Rehabilitation Center at the Alliance Community in DeLand.)
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Comments

“

Elayne was an important person to me growing up. She nursed this active missionary
kid (MK) back to health on more than one occasion. I remember her diagnosing and
assisting me through a rough few days of dysentery. She gave me a tetanus shot
after a wire was pulled out of my finger! She helped and prayed my mom through a
bad case of resistant malaria that almost took her life. She was a friend to all of us
and I remember the letters she sent even years after we had come back from the
mission field. They may have been difficult to understand at times because of the
shorthand, but you could feel the love and concern behind them. She has impacted
many, many people both here and in Africa over many decades. Elayne was a friend
of my grandparents when they came out as missionaries in the 1950s and she
remained on the mission field until shortly before my family left in the mid 1990s. It
was an honor to share and sing a favorite hymn at her memorial service. It was a real
privilege to meet her extended family. God bless the memory of Elayne Aune!

Alyson Meyers - March 14, 2019 at 12:59 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Alyson Meyers - March 14, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“

Alyson Meyers lit a candle in memory of Elayne Aune

Alyson Meyers - March 14, 2019 at 12:49 PM

“

The earth has lost a dear kind soul but heaven has gained. As one of Elayne's
nieces, I did not know her as well as others but what i did know of her she was sweet
and kind, very soft spoken and loved to read her Bible and talk to God. Rest now,
dear Elayne, with your sisters and we will all see you again one day

Nanci Quinnear - February 02, 2019 at 11:11 AM

“

Just learned today that Elayne passed away Monday. We remember her from visiting
her in the States and her visiting Norway. We enjoyed being together with her and
having conversation with her! Lots of greetings from Marte-Marie Sørhus Pedersen
and family and Magnus Sørhus. We will tell him tomorrow morning, Norwegian time,
and we know he would like to send his greetings. Deepest condolences from us all.

Marte-Marie Pedersen - January 24, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Blessed be the memory of Elayne. What a God send she was to all the people with
whom she touched. Physically and Spiritually. Single missionary women were a
breed all of their own. Life is not easy for them but Elayne lit up her world with the
love of Jesus. She often did the work of men as far as fixing and repairing cars or
homes, driving through roads filled with water and pot holes or cow paths where
there are no markers! She taught health, nurses and Bible classes in a foreign
language, ran and organized a leprosarium often helping people in the middle of the
night. Best of all, she loved on us missionary kids. We were her soft spot!! We did not
always love the shots but we knew she cared about our health needs. She was a
strong woman mentally and physically and one did not mess with Elayne!! But she
loved and shone God’s love to others. Elayne was a noble woman used by God to
bring joy and love and His precious Word to many.
Lovingly,
One of her many MKs, Penny (Sunwall) Eidem

Penny Eidem - January 23, 2019 at 01:05 PM

“

Erick Erickson & June (Erickson) Bergsagel purchased the Sweetest Sunrise
Bouquet for the family of Elayne Aune.

Erick Erickson & June (Erickson) Bergsagel - January 22, 2019 at 03:01 PM

