James Lewis "J.L." Bell
September 3, 1940 - November 6, 2020

Longtime Seville resident James Lewis “JL” Bell passed away on November 6, 2020. JL
was born in Vidalia, GA on September 3, 1940 but lived most of his life in Seville. He
learned the value of hard work early in the commercial fishing industry on Lake George as
he attended Seville School. He graduated in 1956 in a class of 12 students. He went to
work for the Florida State Road Department on a survey crew traveling across Florida. He
returned to Seville and married classmate Frannie Coleman in 1963. Together they built a
wonderful life. JL operated Bell’s Service Station for many years until he went into the fern
business full time founding JL Bell and Associates. JL was the first grower to ship fern to
Europe on Delta Air Cargo. He operated this business until his death.
JL loved his community and was always quick to help his friends and neighbors. He taught
numerous kids how to rope and goat tie at his home arena. He raised horses and cattle
and was always welding or repairing something while chewing on his signature cigar.
His passing leaves a big hole in the hearts of his many friends and family.
JL was preceded in death by his mother Glennie Mae Humphrey, his sister Christine
Warensford, his son James Shannon Bell and wife Frannie. He is survived by his daughter
Jana, son in law Michael Register and beloved grandson Brendan.
There will be a private family graveside service with a celebration of life for everyone to be
held at a later date.
Donations to the Seville Village Improvement Association. POB 508 Seville, FL 32190
would be a great way to honor the memory of JL.

Cemetery
Seville Cemetery
Cemetery Road
Seville, FL, 32190

Comments

“

We knew JL for many years, he was a great friend and will be very much missed. All
our blessings go to the family. Art and Bobbijo Campbell and Family..

Bobbijo Campbell - November 15, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

We lost Daddy... Albert “Bubba” Malphurs... in 2009. One of his last’s outings was
when I took him to see Mr. JL... they visited for hours. It was a pure joy to sit & just
listen to them talk.

Carol Malphurs Davis - November 11, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

Years ago I lived on Lawson Road. A tornado ripped through our little community
which brought down a huge part of the big oak tree that was in front of our house. It
fell across our front porch block access to the front door. At the time my husband was
out of town and I was there alone with three small children. JL showed up to check
on us and minutes later he had a crew of volunteers to clear away our front entry.
That was caring and commitment to community and friends. An act if compassion I'll
never forget.

Lainie Cross - November 11, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Prayers of comfort for the family. I have many memories of Mr. J.L. and at the end of
my father's (J.C. O'Neal) life Mr. J.L. was an awesome friend to him. May he rest in
peace.

Michelle Rossie - November 10, 2020 at 12:11 PM

